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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 (9:40 a.m)
3 MAYOR FENTY: Good nmorning. W are

4 here at H. D. Whodson Hi gh School at Fletcher

5 Johnson on Benning Road. And we call to order

6 the Mayor's Fiscal Year 2010 DCPS Budget

7 Hearing. | want to wel come everybody. |'m

8 joined by the Deputy Mayor for Education, Victor
9 Reinoso. It is approximately 9:42 a.m on

10 March 3, 2009.

11 We will call the first four

12 wi tnesses. Instead of Jack Koezela fromthe

13 W | son Managenment Corporation, we have Matt

14 Frum n.

15 Pl ease, if you're here, cone to the
16 wi t ness stand when your nane is called.

17 The second witness is Tom | srael,

18 who is with the Deal M ddle School LSRT. The
19 third person on the witness list is Iris

20 Toyer, who is from Parents United. And then
21 Mar got Berkey from Parents United.

22 And it says here in parentheticals
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that you're here on behalf of Cathy Reilly as
wel |l -- okay, excellent. Please tell her
hel | o.

W will begin with the WIson
Managenment Cor porati on.

M. Frumn, you can provide your
testi nony.

MR. FRUM N: Good nor ni ng,

M. Mayor --

MAYOR FENTY: Good norni ng.

MR. FRUM N. And Deputy Mayor. My
name is Matthew Frumn. |'ma parent of a

graduat e of Wbodrow W I son Hi gh School, a
current WIlson student, and a child who will be
attending Wlson in tw years.

|'"'m also the Treasurer of the
Wbodr ow W | son Managenent Corporation, the
non-profit conmpany whose board is made up of
adm ni strators, teachers, staff, parents, and
W Il son conmmunity nmenbers. It is the m ssion
of the WMC to pronpte the success of every

student at W /I son through effective
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1 facilities and services.

2 Thank you for the opportunity to
3 testify at this norning' s hearing. W

4 under stand that the purpose of this hearing
5 is primarily to solicit views on the |levels

6 of public funding sought in the FY 2010

7 operating budget for public schools.

8 Al t hough we have a comment or two
9 with respect to operating budget, we believe
10 that today's hearing al so provides a needed
11 forumfor us to coment on the capital budget
12 for the schools to cone through the O fice of
13 Publ i ¢ Education Facilities Managenent as

14 anot her governnment agency that supports

15 yout h.

16 Over the long term proper capita
17 i nvest nent nmay be the best way to reduce or
18 control operating expenses.

19 First, it is inmportant to note that
20 an enornous ampunt of positive things are

21 happeni ng at Wl son High. The school is

22 bei ng turned around and i nproved every day,
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1 t hanks to the | eadership of Principal Cahall,
2 Chancel | or Rhee, the Mayor, and the
3 Deputy Mayor, and the team for education in

4 the District.

5 WIlson is already a nationally

6 recogni zed school, but we | ook forward to

7 this year's progress being | ocked in and

8 built upon in the com ng years. Qur hope is

9 that Principal Cahall's anmbition that W I son
10 become the nodel urban high school in the
11 United States will be fulfilled, and in the

12 process, it will become a synbol of what DCPS

13 and your | eadership can achieve. -

14 Under the FY 2000 MFP and CI P

15 W | son Hi gh School was to have comenced

16 construction on its nodernization efforts in

17 FY 2004. In the 2007 CIP, WIlson was |isted

18 as starting a $102 mllion nodernization in
19 FY 2009. In the nost recent docunents

20 available to us, Wlson is again listed to

21 begi n noderni zation in FY 2010, a short seven
22 nont hs from now.
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Presently, OPEFMis in the mddle
of a procurenent process for A& teamto
finish off a concept plan and then commence
wi th design, developnent, and construction
drawi ngs. Finally, after six long years, or
ten, if you go back to the original MP
Wl son is poised to begin the nodernization
of its 75-year-old canpus.

However, we are here before you
today to ensure that the City fully funds
what ever is required to bring Wlson into the
21st Century, and ensure what gets renovated
or built anew becones a physical -structure
that can last for another 75 years, and a
testanment to the acconplishment of this
period of school nodernization and
i nprovenent, while beconm ng a true comunity
asset consistent with the goals of your MP
for high schools.

Excuse ne.

| thought | was to get five

m nut es.
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MAYOR FENTY: Could you just begin to
sunmari ze, please?

MR FRUMN. Al right. There's two
par agraphs at the end that are key.

MAYOR FENTY: Ckay.

MR. FRUM N. When W son was built in
t he 1930s, cost-cutting nmeasures at the tine
resulted in a school constructed on the contours
of the land rather than on a base plinth,
resulting in 11 different levels. WIson has
both students and faculty who utilize
wheel chairs for nmobility, and Wlson is also
desi gnated a DCPS Hi gh School for Blind
St udent s.

Persons in wheelchairs can't access
spaces in the school other than in the main
bui | di ng.

We have one operabl e el evator.

Lifts are inoperable at every staircase. And
even if they were operable, |lifts are not
present at five of the el even |evels.

The budget for |ong-term operating

Beta Court Reporting

(202) 464-2400 www.betareporting.com (800) 522-2382

7261c672-f387-485d-a805-322edbfe2724



1 costs for 11 elevators or lifts in an LEED

2 bui I ding, energy-efficient, is sinply not

3 going to be avail able; nor does it nake sense
4 to design a nodern facility in that fashion.
5 We encour age adequate capital funding to

6 limt operating budget needs and to keep our
7 school s green.

8 We are before you here today

9 because there are runors that the City is

10 pl anni ng on scaling down the nodernization
11 program at each school so that funds can be
12 spread across nore projects. W take

13 exception to such an effort, and-believe that
14 nost of your constituents would find that

15 such a plan to be heading in exactly the

16 wrong direction.

17 The City's largest school, DCPS s

18 fl agshi p conprehensive high school, with 1500
19 students fromall 22 ZIP codes and all eight
20 wards, needs a first-class renovation. That
21 cannot be done for $30 mllion. It cannot be

22 done for $60 million. W have conpl eted
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pr of essi onal cost estinmates of viable,
adaptive, reused progranms for WIson and know
it wll cost nore than that.

We have faith that OPEFM wi | |
verify our estimates in the very near future.
We at WIson would rather wait another year
if it meant our nodernization could be funded
properly.

In addition, we believe we have
devel oped a phasing plan if swi ng space at
UDC can be utilized that allows for our
project to be conpleted in two years rather
than three-and-a-half or four, and can save
bet ween $10 and $15 mllion. Those savings
woul d go a | ong way towards properly funding
ot her projects.

Thank you again for your time and
attention.

MAYOR FENTY: Thank you very nuch,
M. Frumn.

Next on our witness list is Tom

| srael from Deal M ddle School, and a nmenber
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11
1 of the LSRT.

2 MS. | SRAEMS. LEVY: Good norni ng,
3 M. Mayor, M. Deputy Mayor, and thank you for
4 this opportunity to coment on the proposed

5 FY 10 operating budget.

6 As you both know, Deal M ddle

7 School is one of the highest perform ng and

8 nost diverse m ddl e-grade schools in DCPS.

9 Qur students conme fromall eight wards across
10 the District, and close to 50 percent of our
11 students come from outer boundary

12 nei ghbor hoods.

13 We are proud of the hard work and
14 skill of our teachers and staff, as well as

15 the increasing success of so many of our

16 students. And we are grateful for the

17 i nvestnent in our school that, by the start

18 of next year, will provide our students with
19 a first-class | earning environnent.

20 We want to thank everyone within

21 the District, the City, and the community who

22 have worked so hard over these many years to
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1 bring that nodernization project to reality.
2 Unfortunately, that investnment wll
3 go to waste if we do not preserve the

4 hi gh-qual ity instructional program under

5 devel opnent at Deal. The proposed DCPS

6 budget for Deal for next year is not just

7 i nadequate; it threatens to devastate the

8 i nstructional program at our school.

9 Sinmply put, the next DCPS staffing
10 formula only allows for Deal to have 58

11 cl assroom teacher positions. Qur |ocal

12 school plan requires 65 classroom teacher

13 positions. Wthout adequate staffing, we

14 have only two choi ces:

15 One, we could elimnate al

16 wor | d-| anguage instruction. Currently, we
17 are quite proud of the fact that 79 percent
18 of our students are |earning a second

19 | anguage. That woul d not be possi bl e without
20 adequate staffing, nor would we be able to
21 continue on our path to becone the only

22 m ddl e years international baccal aureate
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1 program i n DCPS.

2 Alternatively, we would be faced
3 with the unpal atabl e opti on of increasing

4 average class sizes to nore than 32.

5 In crafting a budget that wil|

6 adequately support Deal's instructional

7 program we believe there are four

8 fundanmental building blocks. First is

9 enrol Il ment. Deal projects its enrollnment at
10 870, while the central offices projected our
11 enroll ment at just 844. W believe this is
12 unrealistically Iow, given both the size of
13 our returning eighth-grade class and the

14 predi ctabl e draw that our conpl eted

15 renovation will have for incomng famlies.
16 Second, our instructional program
17 is intentionally structured on a mddle

18 school team ng nodel. Three full teans at
19 each grade | evel necessitates a higher

20 staffing | evel than evidenced in the initial
21 budget. The alternative is to create teans
22 that are conbi nati ons between six and seven
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1 and seven and ei ght, which are nowhere near

2 as productive for our students.

3 Thirdly, I've nentioned our

4 enphasis on foreign | anguage instruction. W

5 of f er Spani sh, French, and Chinese. This

6 focus on world | anguages is a core elenment of
7 our vision and program and w thout adequate
8 staffing, we would not only have to elimnate
9 foreign | anguage instruction, but would be

10 unable to nmeet the requirenents that 100

11 students take the world | anguage that are

12 part of the m ddle years | B program

13 Finally, for several years now,

14 DCPS has supported Deal's devel opnent as the
15 only DCPS m ddl e year I B program Qur IB

16 program shoul d be recogni zed as a speci al

17 program by DCPS so that necessary funding for
18 our | B coordinator and the required annual

19 pr of essi onal devel opment i s supported

20 financially by the District.

21 We understand the conplexity of the

22 budget process, and we know that both DCPS
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1 and the District Governnent want to support

2 our schools. W |ook forward to working with
3 the DCPS staff to ensure that the success at
4 Deal M ddl e School can continue, and we

5 appreci ate the assistance of the Mayor and

6 your staff in ensuring that the right thing

7 is done for our students and their future.

8 Thank you.

9 MAYOR FENTY: Thank you very nuch,

10 M. Israel. Like M. Frum n before you, thank
11 you for being here on behalf of the young people

12 at Deal and young people at W son.

13 Next on the witness list is Iris

14 Toyer, from Parents United.

15 MS. TOYER: Good norning, Mayor Fenty.
16 MAYOR FENTY: Good norni ng.

17 MS. TOYER: | amlIris Toyer,

18 Chai rperson for Parents United for the D.C

19 Public Schools. [|I'mthe nother of an 11t h-grade
20 DCPS student, and the grandnother of two very
21 young DCPS students. | have a vested interest
22 in ensuring that this school system provi des our

Beta Court Reporting
(202) 464-2400 www.betareporting.com (800) 522-2382

7261c672-f387-485d-a805-322edbfe2724



16
1 City's children a high-quality education. M

2 husband and | are both DCPS graduates, as well
3 as our three adult children. The system for
4 all of its shortcom ngs, has served my famly
5 wel | .

6 For years, this hearing has been

7 used as an opportunity for parents, school

8 advocates, and the interested community

9 nmenbers to speak to the Mayor regarding the

10 academ ¢ and programmtic needs of our

11 children, and also to informthe w der

12 community. W have used it to be both a

13 critic and supporter of the direction of D.C

14 Publ i ¢ School s.
15 For those of us who have been
16 deeply engaged in this process, we are

17 prof oundly di sturbed by the inferior quality

18 of the budget information released by this
19 Adm ni stration for public consunption.

20 For exanmple, we have no idea how
21 many students the systemis preparing for.

22 The October 5th, 2008 enroll ment audit has
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1 not been released. So it is unclear what

2 enrol | ment nunber the 2010 budget is based

3 on. In October, DCPS reported 46, 206

4 students, 1538 shy of |ast year's projection.

5 This year, the 2010 projection is for 47,267,

6 i ndi cati ng growt h.

7 We would like to think the DCPS

8 student population is going to increase. But
9 as you are aware, the history of DCPS clearly
10 shows a downward trend. Perhaps the

11 Adm ni stration can denonstrate where, how,

12 and why this growth will occur for the com ng
13 school year. Otherw se, the projected

14 enrol | ment nunber upon which this budget is

15 based is a joke.

16 My col | eague, Mary Levy, has done
17 sone analysis in the limted tinme avail able
18 since the budget was posted |late |ast Friday.
19 Her review revealed that, while DCPS s bottom
20 l'ine matches that of the chief financial

21 of ficer's cal cul ated basel i ne budget for

22 DCPS, little else does. There is no funding
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1 for comrmuni cations or procurenment, and there
2 are nultiple entries for one program nunber.
3 VWhat concl usions are we to draw

4 fromthese inconsistencies? According to the

5 budget devel oped tinmeline posted on DCPS s
6 Web site, the public was to expect that |oca
7 school budgets were to be | oaded into the

8 City's 2010 budget by February 26th. |If that

9 is so, why would the Adm nistration rel ease
10 t he pre-roundtabl e budgets for coment?

11 W are led to ask if this hearing
12 is being held solely for the purpose of

13 conplying with the |egal requirenent to hold
14 t he hearing, and just barely doing so. As a
15 conmmunity, we place a high value on providing

16 substantive input during the DCPS budget

17 process. It is our hope that you and the

18 menbers of your Admi nistration will also cone
19 to val ue and respect parent and comrunity

20 input in this inmportant process.

21 MAYOR FENTY: Thank you very nuch,

22 Ms. Toyer.
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1 We' Il next hear from Margot Berkey

2 who, in addition to being with Parents
3 United, it says here also a parent of a
4 W son Hi gh School student. There are two

5 W | son Hi gh School parents on the first

6 panel .

7 Pl ease begin.

8 MS. BERKEY: That's right. W are a
9 menber .

10 Good norning, Mayor Fenty,

11 M. Reinoso. M nanme is Margot Berkey. |'m

12 the parent of a 10t h-grade student at W/ son.

13 As you know, |'ve been active in-city

14 education issues for the past decade. |

15 serve on two LSRT's. |'ve been co-president
16 of a school's parent organization. |

17 volunteer for Parents United. And | even

18 served on your own educati onal advisory team
19 during your mayoral transition.

20 " m here today because | have

21 al ways believed that the budget for our

22 schools is a crucial area of concern, because
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it relates directly to how our children are
served and supported in their education. The
budget ought to be a direct reflection of the
priorities, needs, and plans for inprovenment
of DCPS.

The purpose of this hearing is for
us to provide informed testinony to you on
t he proposed budget, such that you can
i ncorporate our needs and desires into the
final changes to the budget. But today, |
cone here feeling tremendous frustration with
the lack of information that you, the
Chancel l or, and the D.C. Chief Financi al
Officer have chosen to provide.

The budget information made
avai |l abl e on Friday, February 27th is
i naccurate, and does not reflect genuine
proposal s for |ocal school funds, as is
evident fromthe nmany errors on the sheets.
This inaccurate information was avail able to
the public less than four days in advance of

this hearing, such that one m ght think that
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1 there was a desire for the information to be
2 up-to-the-m nute; yet, the opposite is true.
3 The informati on we've been given is
4 del i berately m sl eadi ng. Whereas many

5 parents and District residents would like to

6 trust DCPS to allocate funds equitably and

7 fairly to neet | ocal school needs and to
8 i nprove the school system the action of
9 providing false information conpletely breaks
10 our trust and underm nes the purpose of this

11 heari ng.

12 We're also frustrated that we have
13 had no reports on DCPS spendi ng since the

14 mayor al takeover of the schools. There

15 appears to be collusion between the executive

16 branch and the office of the independent CFO

17 in this regard.

18 In recent years, until the mayoral
19 t akeover of our schools, we were able to view
20 online spending reports that increased the

21 accountability of DCPS to the public it

22 serves. Now we don't even know whet her the
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1 | ast fiscal year closed with a bal anced

2 budget, a surplus, or cost overruns.

3 We know that mllions of dollars

4 are being spent on contracts, but we have no
5 i dea whet her any of those contracts are

6 actually helping to build and strengthen the
7 infrastructure of the school system

8 It's difficult for us to accept the
9 prem se that mayoral takeover was going to
10 increase efficiency, identify wasteful

11 spendi ng, and be nore accountabl e, when even
12 basic financial reports are kept fromthe

13 public.

14 This is not about m cro-nmanagi ng.
15 It's about being clear and accountable for

16 t he deci sions and choices that are being nmade
17 and have been nmade.

18 Because on the front line, in the
19 schools, there's still a long way to go

20 before we feel that our children are not

21 bei ng deprived of the necessary resources for
22 a quality education.
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It doesn't take nuch to renedy this
course of action. But the will has to be
there to nake education reformthe comunity
concern it needs to be. Many of us believe
t hat you cannot do it w thout genuine public
engagenent. Pushing us away and persistently
providing no information, linted
information, or in this case false
information, will not succeed.

And I'm also here to speak on
behal f of Cathy Reilly, the Director of the
Senior H gh Alliance of Parents, Principals,
and Educators, also known as SHAPE

MAYOR FENTY: Can you just submt her
testinony for the record?

MS. BERKEY: W th who? Cathy?

MAYOR FENTY: Cathy's, yes. W have

MS. BERKEY: | have submitted her
testi nmony.
MAYOR FENTY: Excellent. Thank you

very much.
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1 And | want to thank all four of you

2 as a panel. Going back to my City Counci

3 days and even Committee on Education days, |
4 know not only the organi zations that you're
5 with, but actually was a student at both Deal
6 for three years and W1 son one.

7 So the representations that you

8 made wi |l be passed along to our entire

9 educati on team nost notably the Chancell or.
10 And as is the case, as many of your good

11 ideas, as is the case with all of the

12 resi dents who bring good ideas to the

13 Adm ni stration, will be incorporated into the
14 budget that will be released later this

15 nont h.

16 Thank you all very much. The next

17 four panelists are Mary Levy from The Public

18 Educati on Reform Project, also the Washi ngton
19 Lawers Committee for Civil Rights. You can

20 pl ease cone forward.

21 Fol l owi ng her and also on this

22 wi tness stand, Erika Landberg from D.C.
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Voice. | have Erika Landberg and Jeff Smth.

Are you both testifying or just one of you
testifying?

MS. LANDBERG. Bot h.

MAYOR FENTY: Both are. Okay. You
both can come forward. And then the fourth
person would be Ilana Lipsett, who is with SIEU
Local 32BJ.

So, Ms. Levy, whenever you are
ready, you can begin your testinony.

MS. LEVY: Good norning. |'m Mary
Levy. | amthe nother of two graduates of the
D.C. Public Schools, one of whomtaught here for
two years. And |'ve been studying the budget
and the policies of D.C. Public Schools for 30
years now

|"ve put together a table. This is
nostly just an informational piece. W don't
really have enough information on which to
advocat e anyt hi ng one way or another. But |
t hought that people would be interested to

know t hat the budget for DCPS on a per-pupi
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1 basis, if you stick to this year's mark, wll
2 have risen 20 percent, which is about the

3 rate of inflation, mybe a little nore.

4 There was a big bulge |ast year.

5 That's because of an appropriation that was
6 not part of the uniform per-student funding

7 formula. As Ms. Toyer pointed out, the CFO,

8 for reasons that rather nystify ne, is

9 predi cting an increase in enrollnment next

10 year. And that's over -- it's 2 percent over
11 this year's unaudited enroll nment.

12 |"ve listed sonmething | cal

13 Questions and Uncertainties, because | think
14 there's a lot to | earn about the budget: The
15 assunpti ons about pay increases, what will be
16 done with the federal econom c stinulus

17 noney, whether the Title | and idea noney is
18 to be used to supplant or to supplenent |oca
19 fundi ng, because we know there's a probl em
20 with the revenue shortfall.

21 We really don't know fromthis

22 budget where the noney is planned to go
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1 inside the D.C. Public School system So |
2 can't coment on that. And the last thing |
3 woul d say is that, despite all the noise

4 about transparency, |'ve never seen | ess

5 transparency.

6 We used to get this information in
7 Novenber, and there was a |ot nore of it.

8 This was, of course, in the days before

9 conputers. | don't understand why, with al
10 t he technol ogy we have, we can get to March
11 wi t hout having an audit of our enroll nent or
12 budget information that tells us where the
13 noney i s goi ng.

14 Thank you.

15 MAYOR FENTY: Thank you very nuch,

16 Ms. Levy.

17 Next on the witness list is Erika

18 Landberg of D.C. Voi ce.

19 MS. LANDBERG. Good norning. Good

20 norni ng, M. Mayor and M. Reinoso. | thank you
21 for this opportunity to testify.

22 We've structured our testinony on a
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1 series of questions. W have nine questions,
2 so it's really nine for '09, Teaching and

3 Learni ng Questions from us.

4 And they're based on two areas.

5 One is our own Ready Schools project findings
6 this year. W've gone to all schools the

7 | ast two years. And we thank you, M. Mayor,
8 for your support for that project.

9 MAYOR FENTY: You're wel cone.

10 MS. LANDBERG. And second, what we're
11 goi ng to ask about is based on the town hal
12 di scussi on and anal ysis neetings where the

13 community really | ooks at the data and cones
14 forth with recommendati ons.

15 We hope these questions can be

16 answered by you or your staff before their

17 subm ssion to the City Council in March

18 The first is on staffing. Question
19 number one: \What will you do to ensure that
20 school cl osures, school adm nistration

21 changes and restructuring actions, and

22 budget ary deci sions are acconplished early
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1 enough to facilitate conpleted hiring for the
2 openi ng of school ?

3 Qur data showed that the nunbers

4 really plumeted this year, and that's really
5 i nportant to work on early.

6 The second two questions conme from
7 pr of essi onal devel opment. We all know t hat

8 training is really inportant for all of our

9 enpl oyees, plus support for new teachers. So
10 question nunber two is, wll you include

11 sufficient funding in the budget to inplenent
12 t he conmprehensive professional devel opnent

13 pl an that our teachers particularly need to
14 do quality teaching?

15 Question three: WII there be

16 funding targeted to new teacher support so

17 t hat they have what they need as new

18 teachers?

19 Questions four and five are on

20 | earning conditions. W would say that the
21 budget supports for conputers and internet
22 access did go up, and we hope they conti nue.
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1 And our question nunmber five is, will the

2 budget focus on building repairs and

3 mai nt enance continue at the present high

4 | evel s and go beyond?

5 MR. SM TH: Thank you. [|'Il pick up

6 where Erika left off with the remining
7 guesti ons.
8 Good norning, Mayor Fenty and

9 Deputy Mayor Rei noso.

10 MAYOR FENTY: Good norni ng.
11 MR. SMTH:. | renenber, Mayor Fenty,
12 when we nmet at a coffee shop on Pennsyl vani a

13 Avenue back in 2004. And we net:to tal k about
14 public schooling here in the District of

15 Col umbia. And one of the things you left that

16 conversation we renmenber nost was your interest
17 inreally getting parental involvenent in public
18 education here in this City.

19 MAYOR FENTY: Yes. Thank you.

20 MR SMTH. So I'll pick up where our
21 data found sone information about parental

22 i nvol vement and sonme questions we have about how

Beta Court Reporting
(202) 464-2400 www.betareporting.com (800) 522-2382

7261c672-f387-485d-a805-322edbfe2724



31
1 the City m ght address that.

2 As you know, high parental

3 i nvol venent is directly related to high

4 student achi evenent. The Ready School s

5 project data showed pretty | ow |l evel s of

6 system support in place to inprove parental
7 and community engagenent.

8 So our question is, what

9 specifically will be included in the school

10 year 2010 budget to help I ocal schools, their

11 adm ni strators, and teachers effectively

12 reach out to their parents and community

13 member s?

14 |"ve also submtted two pages of
15 smal | graphs with our testinmony. The one
16 |'ve circled there, on page one, the fourth
17 graph shows results fromjust a 100-person

18 survey that we did, just of TANF recipients
19 here in the District of Colunmbia, around the
20 City Council bill for parental support that
21 was poorly authored and thought out, and

22 whi ch you vetoed. But we did that survey in
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1 response to that | egislation.
2 And one of the questions, after

3 finding out that 97 percent of the

4 i ntervi ewees had kids in the school system
5 60 percent said they attend schools and have
6 PTA, PTO, or parent organizations.

7 Over 70 percent said they didn't

8 know who was in charge of their PTA, PTO or
9 parent support organi zation.
10 So our question, again, is what

11 will this year's budget do to address that

12 and ot her parental support figures?

13 In school climte, we found that

14 relatively little attention was being applied
15 or awareness was had by principals about

16 school climte and how they could inprove it.
17 So our question nunber seven is, what wll

18 the fiscal year 2010 budget do to address

19 this inmportant aspect of |ocal schools?

20 Under school /comunity

21 partnerships, any time | go to another city
22 to tal k about public education, people from

Beta Court Reporting
(202) 464-2400 www.betareporting.com (800) 522-2382

7261c672-f387-485d-a805-322edbfe2724



33

1 across the nation say, "man, it nust be great

2 to be in the Nation's Capital, where there

3 are so many resources for public education.”
4 And they're right. Universities, businesses,
5 non-profits |like ours, | think, are

6 constantly clanoring for points of access to

7 public schools and to | ocal schools in their

8 communi ty.

9 But wi t hout any shown supports in
10 t he budget, | think, for how we can support
11 principals in managi ng those partnerships and
12 depl oying themefficiently, that will fail as

13 t he Ready School s project data shows, to
14 really inpact student achievenment and to be

15 depl oyed intelligently.

16 And the last question is around
17 wr apar ound services. W know your
18 adm ni stration put a great enphasis on this

19 by creating ICSIC through the Departnment of
20 Educati on and the Deputy Mayor. The research
21 we did this year showed that only 20 percent

22 of principals knew what I CSIC was. But we

Beta Court Reporting
(202) 464-2400 www.betareporting.com (800) 522-2382

7261c672-f387-485d-a805-322edbfe2724



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

understand that that may be the result of it
being a pilot that's just applied to our
certain school s.

If that is the case, our question
is, will the fiscal year 2010 budget take
into consideration the results, the early
results of this pilot? And will that pilot
be made avail able to the public and ot her
policy makers so that we know what the cause
is for growth or expansion of that progranf

And then lastly, since | have 15
seconds left, the question which was raised
by an earlier person -- oh, that's actually
seconds over ny testinony.

My last thing | would leave is, if
we're going to project for gromth -- and |
agree that certainly, we should, within
DCPS -- we should be hoping that nore parents
are going to choose us as their first choice
for educating their children. That we shoul d
be able to see that in the budget as well.

And so in a budget that doesn't

34
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1 show comuni cati ons or parental involvenment
2 or what the City is doing to reach parents of

3 three-year-olds |ike nyself, to say, This is

4 where you should cone, this is how you shoul d
5 access D.C. Public Schools -- then we should
6 probably count on not seeing that grow h,

7 unl ess we can see it in our budget.

8 Thank you.

9 MAYOR FENTY: Thank you very nuch.
10 And | ast on this panel is Ilana Lipsett from
11 S| EU.

12 MS. LIPSETT: Thank you. Good

13 norni ng, M. Mayor, M. Deputy Mayor. And thank
14 you for the opportunity to offer our views on

15 t he proposed budget for funding for DCPS fiscal
16 year 2010. Again, ny name is |lana Lipsett.

17 I'"mthe Political Director for the Capital Area

18 District at Local 32BJ of SIEU.

19 We have over 110,000 nenbers in

20 nine states, including the District. W're
21 the | argest property service workers union in
22 the country, and we represent over 13,000

Beta Court Reporting
(202) 464-2400 www.betareporting.com (800) 522-2382

7261c672-f387-485d-a805-322edbfe2724



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

36

workers in D.C., the D.C. netro area,
i ncluding 1300 security officers in D.C
Commerci al office buildings.

We know how hard these officers
work as frontline workers guardi ng sone of
the nost sensitive buildings in the City.
And |I'm here today to talk al so about the
i nportance of funding for security at the
school s, which are also extrenely inportant
bui I di ngs.

Working with the District, and with
your hel p, the union has been able to
i ncrease wages and contracting standards for
the private security industry, resulting in
hi gher standards for officers and
better-quality services for the City and its
citizens.

And since the passage of the
Enhanced Professional Security Amendment Act,
with your support, which we appreciate,
servi ce and noral e anong security guards in

the commercial sector has inproved and
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1 of ficer turnover has declined, creating a

2 nore stable work environment.

3 There is nothing nore inportant

4 than the safety and security of our citizens
5 and children. And we believe that we nust

6 expand upon the successes we've had in the

7 private security industry to better protect
8 our children. In particular, the proper

9 training of security officers at the schools
10 is key to ensuring the safety of our

11 st udent s.

12 And the District also has the

13 responsibility to award the schoel security
14 contracts to responsible contractors. Wile
15 we're keenly aware of the budget crisis in
16 the District and the need for fiscal

17 responsibility, we believe it's not in the
18 best interests of the District taxpayers or
19 its children to award these inportant,

20 publicly funded contracts based on | ow bid
21 preferences to irresponsi bl e conpani es who
22 can't properly support, train, or pay their
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1 enpl oyees.

2 The success of the Enhanced

3 Prof essional Security Amendnent Act is just
4 one exanple of the effect that increased

5 trai ni ng and standards can have on a private
6 security work force.

7 Anot her is the New York Safe and

8 Secure. It's a programthat we have in New
9 York. It's a partnership between our union,
10 the New York police departnent, fire

11 departnent, and real estate industry to

12 provide training prograns for security guards
13 and frontline building service workers.

14 We believe that those at the

15 District's public schools, both teachers and
16 students, would benefit fromthe officers

17 protecting these buildings having the sane
18 | evel of training that the officers in New
19 York receive. |'ve given an outline of the
20 training programto share with you, and we're
21 nore than happy to discuss how this program
22 can be duplicated in D.C. and in the school
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1 system
2 So thanks again for the opportunity
3 to testify on the budget. Again, we believe

4 that all public dollars nust be tied to high

5 standards for workers and must support

6 responsi bl e contractors. Good jobs pronote

7 better security and are good for D.C. And we
8 all know how i nportant security is at our

9 schools. So | urge you to keep these

10 comments in mnd when finalizing the budget.
11 And |' m happy to answer any

12 questions that you have. Thanks.

13 MAYOR FENTY: Thank you very nuch.

14 Thank all four of you. As | told the |ast

15 panel, we will add your testinony to all of the
16 great recomendations that we get from so many
17 resi dents over the course of the year, not just

18 with this particular agency, but with all of the

19 ones under the purview of the executive branch.
20 And as we prepare for the fiscal

21 year 2010 budget, we will, within the

22 constraints of the taxpayer dollars all owed
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for us to nanage the governnment, we wll get
as much acconplished as humanly possi bl e.

So thank you all very nmuch. W
have one nore panel

That is Chad Wonmack from Energi ng
Technol ogy Consortium foll owed by Janes
Pitman from the Dunbar Al ummi Federation and
as well as Carrie L. Thornhill fromthe
Dunbar Al ummi Federation. And that wll
conplete the testinony for this hearing.

M. Pitman, we will begin with you
whenever you're ready.

MR. PI TMAN: Good nor ni ng.

MAYOR FENTY: Good norni ng.

MR. PITMAN. M. Myor,
M. Deputy Mayor, ny nanme is Janmes Pitnman,
nmember of the Dunbar Senior Hi gh School Class of
1951. Acconpanying me is Carrie Thornhill,
Al umus of Dunbar class of 1961.

Dunbar Seni or Hi gh School has a
uni que heritage: The first African-American

public high school in the country, wth
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1 t housands of proud and hi ghly successf ul
2 alumi in D.C., throughout the nation, and

3 t he worl d.

4 We speak today on behalf of the
5 Board of Directors of the Dunbar Al umi
6 Federation in support of the fiscal year 2010

7 budget request of Dunbar Senior Hi gh School.
8 The Dunbar Al umi Federati on was organi zed in
9 2002. DAF is an unbrella organization of all
10 t he Dunbar alumi classes, and presently an

11 alliance of over 1200 Dunbar Senior High

12 School alummi and friends who work together
13 to create better futures of current Dunbar
14 students and its recent graduates.

15 Specifically, we provide

16 schol arshi p and ot her financial support to
17 students and graduates. We pronote and

18 support over 32 individual Dunbar Hi gh School

19 alumi classes in their respective

20 schol arship efforts, comunity activities,
21 and ot her endeavors.

22 We pronote acquisition of life
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1 skills and cultural values that will assi st

2 students in their academ c and career

3 pursuits. We solicit funds from i ndividuals,
4 corporations, and other non-profit

5 organi zations to specific projects or neet

6 general needs and/or establish an endowrent.

7 We identify innovative educati ona

8 prograns and concepts for inplenmentation of

9 Dunbar Hi gh School consistent with curricul um

10 policies of the D.C. Public Schools.

11 We identify and acquire equi pment,
12 facilities, or prograns where speci al

13 attention is desired. W support

14 pr of essi onal devel opnment and training for

15 staff and parents to pronote educati onal

16 obj ectives of D.C. Public Schools.
17 And we chronicle the richness of

18 Dunbar by updating the Dunbar history to

19 docurment the stunning, powerful, and

20 conpel ling place that was Dunbar in order to
21 inspire and teach for el ements made Dunbar
22 the standard for academ c excellence in this

Beta Court Reporting
(202) 464-2400 www.betareporting.com (800) 522-2382

7261c672-f387-485d-a805-322edbfe2724



43

1 City in past years, and acquiring and

2 di spl aying historical artifacts and creating
3 an archival display or interactive hall of

4 achi evenent, telling the life stories of

5 eni nent Dunbar graduates and the rol e Dunbar
6 had in their devel opnent.

7 | am pl eased to note that we are

8 wor ki ng on every di nension of our m ssion and
9 achi eving a reasonabl e neasure of success.

10 We want nmore for and from our students,

11 teachers, adm nistrators, parents, school,

12 and school system Dunbar is not what it

13 used to be: It is not as good as it needs to
14 be. Declines in school performnce and

15 student achi evenent have mirrored changes in
16 preparation of incomng students, the quality
17 of teaching and offering at Dunbar, parental,
18 governnmental , and community support.

19 The bottomline is that the |evel
20 of student and school achievenent is not
21 acceptable. Qur students, famlies, teachers
22 deserve better. Chancellor Rhee has ordered
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1 Dunbar into restructuring, and the DAF has

2 been supporting this effort.

3 There are three big things we seek

4 to do. First, we seek to rebuild a broad

5 coalition of contribution to the success of

6 Dunbar, its students and famlies. Second,

7 we seek to advocate for the Turnaround

8 Artists appointed to restore academ c and

9 cul tural excellence at Dunbar. And third, we
10 seek to chanpion the accel eration of planning
11 and building of a new, state-of-the-art

12 school that facilitates great |earning and

13 soci al i zati on.

14 Carrie Thornhill wll tell you

15 specifically what we want in the FY 2010
16 proposal .

17 MS. THORNHI LL: M. Mayor and
18 Deputy Mayor, we want you to know that

19 Chancel | or Rhee appointed the Friends of

20 Bedf ord, Incorporated, of New York as the
21 non-profit school turnaround partner for Dunbar.
22 And we are pleased to say that we
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1 strongly support this group, and we want you
2 to know that the |latest news is that Bedford
3 Acadeny has recently been recognized in

4 Busi ness Week as the nunber-one high school
5 in New York State for |owincome students.

6 We want Friends of Bedford to be

7 successful at the mammoth task of turning

8 around Dunbar into a high-perform ng

9 organi zation toward a school of excellence
10 agai n.

11 As we understand it, M. Mayor and
12 Deputy Mayor, your new nodel of allocating
13 school - based fundi ng does not provide

14 sufficient finances to support the turnaround

15 agenda of Friends of Bedford.

16 How do we know? They have asked us
17 for grant noney far and beyond our ability

18 and/or that we think it is our

19 responsibility. But we want themto have

20 what they need to inplenment their successful
21 nodel , and we know you nust, too.

22 Qur assessnent is that they require
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1 addi ti onal resources amounting to
2 approximately $1.5 mllion, of which 100, 000

3 woul d be needed by May of this year, and a

4 portion of the remainder would be needed in
5 June so that new high-quality staff can be
6 recruited and sel ected before sumer and

7 trai ned over the sunmmer nonths.

8 These financial resources would be
9 used to establish a firmbase for providing
10 bot h a psychol ogi cal and therapeutic approach
11 toward corrective action in student behavior,

12 to devel op a non-conventional school

13 envi ronnent, create a nore conduci ve | earning
14 envi ronnent that addresses the unhealthy

15 conditions and limted security during

16 cl assroominstruction and di sm ssal,

17 establish an after-school and Saturday

18 program geared at inproving academ c rigor

19 and test preparation for D.C.-CAS and SAT,

20 i mprove the preengineering program and
21 science and math instruction for students who
22 qualify for internships, and facilitate
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1 t echnol ogi cal advancenents for conputer-aided
2 instruction and all related activities which

3 target coll ege preparation and career

4 devel opnment .

5 Al'l of these elenents, in our view,
6 are essential for the turnaround we envision.

7 M. Mayor, we appeal to you and the

8 Deputy Mayor and Chancel |l or Rhee to provide

9 Dunbar's Turnaround Artists what they need to
10 allow themto be effective in the short term
11 to build the foundation for short- and
12 | ong-lasting results through a conbination of
13 federal, local, and stinmulus funding.

14 Ot herwi se, you can expect to get

15 what we have gotten in recent years; that is,
16 poor and i nadequate school and student

17 perf or mance.

18 We thank you for this opportunity

19 and stand ready for any questions you m ght

20 have.

21 MAYOR FENTY: Well, let me just thank
22 the both of you as we close out this hearing.
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1 | think everyone is aware of the

2 chal | enges before the City. And there is

3 both the need to get our school systemto be
4 the nation's best as fast as humanly

5 possi bl e, and the chall enge of turning around
6 a system that has not had the type of

7 support, energy, and productivity it has

8 needed for too | ong now.

9 We join with you. | think, while
10 there are lots of different strategies and
11 nmeans to get to a goal, | can tell by this
12 hearing that, at least if this panel -- if
13 t hese three panels are a representation of
14 the views of the residents of the District of
15 the Col unmbia, then we all share the sane
16 goal. And now it is just a matter of what
17 nmeans we use and how fast we can get there.
18 And the adm nistration will do everything we
19 can.

20 So please stay in touch with us as
21 we finish out the budget process. Everyone
22 is quite aware that, once it is submtted to
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1 t he council, the Council of the District of

2 Col umbi a then has public hearings where the

3 agenci es under nmy nmanagenent authority wll

4 then testify, answer questions, and where the
5 budget will be finalized before it is

6 adm ni stered, beginning October 1st of this

7 year.

8 Thank you all very nmuch. Thanks to
9 this | ast panel.

10 This hearing is adjourned at

11 approxi mately 10:23 on March 3, 20009.

12 (Wher eupon, at approximtely
13 10: 23 a. m, the HEARI NG was
14 adj our ned.)
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